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Greetings:

Winter is finally giving up its icy grip, and
just in time for the spring tests going on
around the country. It’s also time for the
Judges Seminar and the annual Board of Di-
rectors Meeting, which will be held at the
Heartland test site near Baraboo, Wisconsin.

The BOD has significant challenges to
address: finding more members to take on
leadership roles, continuing the development
of our breeding program, and finding ways to
expand our membership with owners who are
committed to developing our dogs’ potential.

Dedicated owners who commit to training
and testing their dogs are crucial to the health
of our club and the future of the Cesky Fousek
breed in North America. This issue includes a
revised and expanded article by Tawna Skin-
ner on retrieve training to help you get the job
done. We also provide a list of outside testing
opportunities that owners might enjoy.

Here’s wishing you a great experience if
you’re testing your dog this go-round. I hope
your dog does well, but if not, be sure and read
Robin Strathy’s story about Brillo. A dog need
not be a prize winner to be a wonderful com-
panion and hunter.

Here’s to great times afield

Ren Delfong, Editor

On the Cover:

Anna Ziedens Artz and her dog

“Aiden” ( Ax z Ceské Jahodnice) enjoying
participation in the Spring 2019 Rocky
Mountain Test in Jerome Idaho.
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Test Score Update

The February 2019 issue con-

tained a major error in the test
score data. Tawna Skinner’s dog,
SALMON RIVER DYNA-
MITE DIVA, achieved a perfect
score of 172 for a Prize I in the
Intermediate Hunting Dog Test,
but her scores were somehow
omitted from the score table. The
accomplishment is mentioned in
the test narrative.

Very sorry for the mix-up. Be-
low are the test data. It has also
been added to the digital version
of the February 2019 issue.

SALMON RIVER DYNAMITE DIVA completes
retrieve of duck on way to Prize I score.

INTERMEDIATE HUNTING DOG TEST, FALL 2018

WATER JUDGED THROUGHOUT
TD = Track of Duck (5) N = Nose and Use of Nose (6)
RD = Retrieve of duck (3) AW = Attitude Toward Work (4)
BR = Blind Retrieve (4) C = Cooperation (3)

++ = older hunting dog O = Obedience (3)

FIELD OTHER

S = Searching (5) TP = Total Prize

P = Pointing (4) PR = Prize Classification

RB = Retrieve of Dragged Bird (3) CO = Conformation

TB = Track of Live Bird (3) CT = Coat

*TR = Track of Live Rabbit (3) T = Temperament

*RF = Retrieve of Dragged Fur (3) T*= see write-up for notation

TDRDBR S P RBTB*TR*RF N AW C O TP PRCOCT T

WIREHAIRED POINTING GRIFFON

SALMON RIVER DYNAMITE DIVA, F, 17 MOS, WA

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 172 1 ok

SALMON RIVER DYNAMITE DIVA, F, 17 MOS. Whelped 3/16/17. Conformation: not
evaluated. Coat; not evaluated. Temperament: no defects observed. Owned by T. Skinner and A.
Andrus, 5 Dutton Lane, Salmon, ID 83467 . bred by T. Skinner and A. Andrus.
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Thank you, Brillo!
b

y
3 Gals with Griffons
(Robin Strathy)

The Rooster that ALMOST Got Away
Robin and Brillo of Wolf Fork Canyon pose with a special trophy that they’ll never

forget.
(Photo by Anita Andrus)

This is a story about Brillo, a late-blooming, yet avid hunter and companion to Robin
Strathy, our club secretary. Born as one of ten in the club mating (2013) of Akay of
Midnight Storm (Randy/Myra Mann) and CrownPoint’s Wykeham Lad (Vicky Foster),
Brillo was named for the cute bristly nose she had as a pup.

As a pup she was a bit reserved and fearful. Water and mud were areas to avoid and
live ducks were fear inducing monsters. In her first season of hunting she demonstrated
her good nose and desire to find birds. However, her cautious search and nonchalant
point left Robin wondering if her dog was actually smelling a bird or just ‘reading the
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local news.” This was confounding, as Robin’s previous dog, Briar, who’s far reaching
and independent search and classic staunch point left no doubt as to the dog’s self- as-
surance and accuracy.

Over time and with some effective training and a lot of ‘field” experience under her belt,
Brillo has developed into a bird hunter extraordinaire. She handles pheasants, sage
grouse, Hungarian partridge, Sharp-tail grouse and even ducks. She points, tracks and
retrieves to hand. She is careful, cooperative, accurate, and obedient. She loves every-
one, including people, dogs, chickens, rabbits, cats, horses and more. She exhibits that
“joie de vivre” so common to the “griffon” breed. After hunting over her for several
years, I think she is a perfect walking hunter’s gundog and companion—with a good
nose, accurate, fun loving, easy going, a team player, willing to work, cooperative and
obedient.

It was Friday, the first day of our annual “Gals with Griffons” pheasant hunt in eastern
Montana. Club members Anita Andrus and Robin Strathy were partners for the after-
noon, hunting over Brillo. Birds were quite scarce in the area this year, and without
experienced dogs, we would not have gotten the few birds we did get. It was especially
true in the case of a bird shot that afternoon by Robin. Here is the tale in Robin’s
words:

“I shot one of a couple of roosters escaping out the end of a brushy coulee. It rolled and
fell but got back up and ran like a rocket over the ridge. I called ‘dead bird’ to Brillo,
and she was on the track like a speeding train, following it over the lip, down into next
drainage, through the brush and a bank of trees.

There the rooster gave Brillo the slip. Anita and I worked through the area; she was on
top of the ridge and I was below. Soon I heard Anita yell, “Here it is” and she took a
couple of shots at the rooster as it popped out of the trees and ran, but it managed to
elude the shots. It couldn’t fly, but it sure could run! We followed where it had gone.
Brillo worked the area, finally going on a hard point outside a dense thorn apple patch.
I worked my way inside. With its horrible long thorns and being nearly impenetrable, 1
was soon hung up, bloody and scratched. Brillo had her nose in a particularly dense
tangle and I could see the bird in there. As I was detangling myself and clearing thorny
branches to reach in and grab the bird, it squirted out. We searched around the area for
some time, but finally had to give up due to falling darkness. I hate it when that hap-
pens.

The next day, Tawna (with her dog Josette), Brillo, and I were working cover nearby
and Brillo went on a hard point in a deep coulee. Tawna and Jo were on the ridge
above. I saw a rooster get up a ways away and thought that must have been what Brillo
scented, but she stayed on point. I clambered down into coulee and walked around the
area she was pointing. I couldn’t see anything and nothing got up. Then Brillo moved
in and pounced at a downed branch, all covered with brush and leaves. I dug around
and, lo and behold, there was that rooster, hunkered way down under there! I would
NEVER have even seen it. Thank you Brillo for saving the day! That is why we have
these dogs!”

Morals of the story: Never give up on a slow starter, and always trust your dog!
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PREPARING FOR A FIELD TEST
by
RICK SOJDA & JIM CROUSE

After just having just helped with judging at the Jerome 2019 Spring Field Test,
various observations and suggestions come to mind. They are not all encom-
passing, just some not-so-organized thoughts coming from someone who are
nothing close to being good trainers. We are not necessarily the best folks to
teach you HOW to do things, but we can provide a few observations and short-
comings from a judge’s perspective that may not be obvious to all. These are
generalizations and hardly apply to each dog, and represent concepts presented
to us by many others in and outside our Club over the years. Remember, there
are lots of other exposure/training activities that need to be done during the
initial years of a dog’s life. Consider going to a local training class. You can like-
ly pick up a few tips, and it will encourage you to spend time training your pup
as you prepare for the next week’s session. It is encouraging to see that we have
many new members who may not have heard some of this before. At the risk of
being repetitive to many members, here are several things to consider:

¢ Rudimentary obedience and good citizenship are important. Work with
your dog on basic commands, like come, heel, sit/down/whoa (depending
on your philosophy regarding pointing dogs), no jumping, etc. Ask others in
the club for advice frequently.

e NATs should know the meaning of retrieving, and should be expected to do
it happily, albeit not flawlessly. IHDTs should be retrieving to hand proudly
and nicely.

e In the couple weeks prior to the test, NATs and IHDTs should probably
have spent a minimum of 2-3(?) whole days (4-6 hours) in the field hiking,
hunting, skiing, whatever —with a few dummies to retrieve, and swimming
thrown in if possible. The idea is to build physical and mental stamina, as
test day is long for the dog, even though they are not testing all day. They
need to be both able and ready to stay focused. Although obviously not di-
rectly applicable to your dog, Rick’s iPhone tells us that we walked 10 miles
per day in Jerome. The point is: testing day is a long day and somewhat
arduous for you and your dog. The better physical shape your dog is in, the
less distracted it will be and the more mental focus it will have.

e In the months before the tests, spend dozens of five-minute sessions on the
floor with your dog looking at their teeth, their lips, their tongue, their eyes,
and their genitals.

e Drag some dummies with wings attached to expose your pup to getting fo-
cused on taking scent from the ground. This can be done in the yard. Don’t
expect anything except for the pup happily taking scent from the ground
after you give it whatever command you use to start a track/drag. Finishing
the retrieve is nice, but not the point of this exercise. Keep it all about fun
and concentration.

e Give your commands ONCE, give them like you mean it (but not harshly),
and expect and ensure that the pup does what it is commanded. DON'T
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EXPECT TOO MUCH, but don’t let them get away with not doing what they
were commanded to do. It’s all about positive reinforcement with our Cesky
Fouseks, whatever training “system” you do follow.

¢ NEVER ask your dog to do anything. Give them one firm command.

e Use praise lavishly when your dog does what they are commanded. Craig
Koshyk chastised Rick once when Eider was young: “If you don’t feel like an
absolute fool when praising your dog, you probably are not doing it with
sufficient enthusiasm!”

e Use treats as appropriate, but make sure the dog knows for what they are
being rewarded.

e Re-read the part of the Robert Milner book that emphasizes the short in-
stance between an activity and the reward (be it praise or treat) for the re-
ward to be effective. Then, re-read that section again.

Do not be afraid to ask questions of the judges during the field test. This is NOT
some sort of judgmental inquisition of you and your dog! We are simply trying
to provide information to the Breeding Committee so they can make the best
decisions. We do not expect, nor do we even want, highly trained NATs --just
good, enthusiastic Fouseks. We want to be assessing your dog’s innate abilities.
Our testing program should help you train and develop your hunting compan-
ion into the best one possible. It is an attempt to look at your dog in simulated
hunting conditions and we must recognize that those conditions are rarely ideal.
All judges want your dog to be tested effectively and will help you build your
dog’s hunting capabilities as best they can during the course of the day. We
want to help you understand the system, not hide anything. In the midst of all
that is going on during the day, that may not be obvious all the time. We often
forget to interact enough with the handlers. Help us remember to help you and
your dog.

We have a wonderful Training Committee. Ask them questions. A special
thanks goes out to Tawna Skinner for organizing the Rocky Mountain Chapter
exposure/training day prior to the Spring test this year.

Following the suggestions
presented here can help
both you and your dog
put your best foot for-
ward.

(Photo by Jon Coil)
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Practice Makes Perfect
Tawna Skinner and her well-trained AKC Wirehaired Pointing Griffon (Salmon River
Dynamite) at the Spring Field Test being assessed as a Utility dog at two years of age.
Tawna and Dyna scored a perfect 172 in IHDT in the Fall Northwest Test.

(Photo by Rick Sojda)
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Retrieve to Hand: A Step by Step Approach
by
Tawna Skinner

Tawna Skinner Leads a Training Session
The club offers training sessions at many of our tests. Here Tawna (left) provides a

session on retrieving. (Photo by Anita Andrus)
oto by Anita Andrus

Part A:

Gather your tools: puppy dummy or other small object, clicker and training treats. If
you want to sit down and do this, a chair is helpful. I prefer using kibble in the begin-
ning and change to higher value treats later when I need a larger motivation reward.
Having the pup somewhat hungry helps too.

Go to a quiet place inside where there are no distractions and your pup cannot leave.

1. Hold the dummy in one hand on the end. Show the dummy to the pup and then step
away one step and hold the dummy in front of you at about the dog’s eye level, 4-6
inches from the dog’s nose. The dog should not have to move to touch the dummy
at first. When the dog touches the dummy with its nose, click and treat. Repeat a
few times (6-10 times). As soon as you know that the dog knows how to get the
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treat, touching the dummy with his nose, do it a couple of more times and then quit.
If the dog is not interested in the dummy at all, spread a bit of peanut butter on it.
Next session. Repeat the above a couple of times, or as necessary, so that you
know he knows how to get the treat. Now your goal is for him to open his mouth
and put his tongue or teeth on the dummy. So now you are going to wait until he
tries that. Whatever way he does that, click and treat. He may even try to take it out
of your hand. That is ok. He is just proceeding quicker. If he does take the dummy,
just drop the treat off to the side. He will drop the dummy to get the treat and you
can pick it up. Do it a few more times, then end. If he is not putting his teeth on it
then lower the criteria to a lick, lips touching it or a tooth and proceed from there.
Do two or three more sessions like that until he is taking the dummy out of your
hand to get the treat. He will drop it to get the treat. That is ok. We are not interest-
ed in him holding it a long time at this point.

After he is regularly taking the dummy out of your hand it is time to start moving
the dummy toward the floor. Drop your hand with the dummy down a couple of
inches and proceed as above. With some pups you can take it down to the floor
quickly and with others you can only go a couple of inches at a time. You can ex-
periment to see what it will take with your dog. Only go as fast as the dog under-
stands. If you have two failures in a row go back to what he knows and proceed a
bit more slowly. 4 successes in a row is a good time to quit that particular session.
We want every session to end in success.

When the dummy is on the floor with your hand on it and he is picking it up you
can start removing your hand. Once again, the progression may be slow (taking one
finger off at a time) or fast (taking your entire hand way at once) and the dog under-
stands that he has to pick it up to get the treat.

After the pup can easily pick up the dummy from the floor, without your hand on it,
is the time to start having the dog move forward to take the dummy. First hold the
dummy in your hand far enough from the dog that he/she will have to take a step to
get it. Click and treat. Do this several times so you know that the dog knows to
move forward to take the dummy and to get a treat. End session. Do a few more
sessions, extending the distance you hold the dummy from the dog. When the dog
is reliably walking forward to take the dummy from your hand it is time to add the
cue.

The ‘cue’ is the word or words you will use to identify the action you want the dog
to do. I use the word “Fetch”. It means the entire progression from moving to the
object, picking it up (the “take”) and returning it to the handler. There is no sepa-
rate cue for holding the object as anytime the dog has the dummy in its mouth it is
holding. Reinforcing the “the take” reinforces the hold.

Go back to the beginning and go through all the steps previously mentioned and
adding the cue. When speaking the word, say it as a statement with calm energy.
Refrain from saying it like a command or question.

Note: Sessions 1-8 should be done with you sitting, kneeling or standing near the
dog. You can also put a short leash on the dog but do not pull on it. Refrain from
verbalizing except for an occasional “good dog”. Smile and keep your energy calm
and happy. Do not interrupt the session by talking with others or answering your
phone. Wait until you are finished or do your business before you start. When you
become distracted, your dog will become confused. Always end a session with the
dog wanting more.
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Part B:

1. When the pup understands that the cue “Fetch” means to take the dummy and he is
consistently doing that we will extend the distance, small increments at a time. This
will also be the time to shape the return and carry. For the next step you will need
to be standing. If you have not done any of the above from a standing position you
will need to go through the above lessons while standing. Standing above the dog
is a new picture, a new distraction for the dog and because of that may need some
practice with you in a new position.

2. Place the dummy 2-3 feet in front of the dog on the floor. Give the cue and as the
dog moves toward the dummy, you step back one step. When the dog picks it up
and begins to turn his/her head toward you “click”. Be ready with a treat as the dog
may drop the dummy at the sound of the click. (If the dog goes out and does not
pick up the dummy you need to go back to step 5 until your dog can reliably pick
up the dummy from the floor without your hand on it.) The progression here is to
reward for a head turn, a full turn, a full turn and return to you. Do this in short
sessions. Extending the distance can be accomplished both by you placing the
dummy further away from the dog’s start point and by you moving backwards
away from the dog so he has to turn and carry the dummy to you. Remember that
the dog will most likely drop the dummy when you click. This is fine because all
we are focusing on at this time is the pickup, carry and return. Slowly and patiently
extend the distance up to about a 20 ft. toss.

Notes: It is ok and good to randomly click and reward any part of the retrieve progres-
sion. It demonstrates to the dog that each part is important and will help to imbed that
part into the dog’s mind. So, if the dog races out to the dummy and you click to signal
that he was doing a good send, but he doesn’t pick up the dummy, no matter. Treat any-
way and then do it again and treat the pickup this time. Then click and treat for the en-
tire progression. All are good.

As we go forward in this ‘retrieve to hand’ progression your dog will need to know how
to sit in front of you. If you have not taught your dog to sit, and/or sit in front of you,
now is the time to do it.

Part C:

In this section we are going to strengthen the recall (‘come’) and add a ‘sit’ at the end.
We will do this without a dummy and then progress to adding a dummy to the return
and a sit in front.

Do the following steps in the house.

1. Call the dog to you using your recall cue/command (“come” or “here”). When the
dog arrives click and treat. Immediately ask the dog to sit in front of you. When it
does, click and treat. Walk off from the dog a little way and repeat. Do this 5-6 x
and then end. In the next session, call the dog to you and wait to see if the dog will
give you a sit on its own. If so, click and treat. If it doesn’t, give the ‘sit’ cue and
when the dog responds click and treat. It is alright to give the ‘sit’ cue, just wait
until the dog responds to click and treat.

2. Once the dog is understanding that a ‘sit’ is required when coming back to you
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(with a cue or not) to get the treat, you will now require that behavior every time
you give a recall command, no matter if it is part of a retrieve or not, and no matter
where you are or what you are doing. This is important, because we want the dog
to develop an automatic response to sit when recalled. Do several sessions, chang-
ing places in the house, and then move to the yard after the dog is doing it well (80
% of the time) indoors.

Outside, put a check cord on the dog. Proceed as you did in the house, starting
with short distances and then enlarging the distances to the maximum distance of
your enclosed yard. This exercise is pretty boring to dogs so only do it 3-5x/
session and make sure they get a good treat and praise. Having them a bit hungry
helps. Also, a play session or run afterwards makes it more fun for the dog. Be-
cause the dog may become distracted when outside, you may have to use the check
cord to get compliance. To do this, grab the check cord and give a couple of quick,
light tugs on the collar as you give the recall command and then just stand there.
Do not pull the dog to you. If the dog responds and comes to you, click and treat. If
not, give a couple of more light tugs, but no command. Click and treat when the
pup responds. If you are having to use the check cord for getting compliance on
the ‘come’, it is not time yet to add the “sit” to it. If this is the case, practice your
recall in several sessions, with high value treats, until the dog willingly will come
to you without check cord inducement. Then go back to adding the ‘sit’ cue at the
end of the recall as described above. Remember the “come” is the most important
command for you and your dog. There must be absolute obedience. So, it is up to
you to make sure that the dog wants and is willing to come to you. Never ever rep-
rimand, hit or yell at your dog when it comes to you. That will destroy the trust
your dog has in you. Always praise for coming. If there is a situation where you
ask the dog to come and he/she doesn’t, go get the dog, leash the dog up and go
back to the car, or house. Make it a point to run your dog with a check cord so that
you can catch your dog if the recall command is not strong yet or working.

Adding the dummy. (Go back inside to do the following sessions. )

4.

As in Part B, place a dummy a short distance in front of your dog. Send your dog
for the retrieve. When you dog returns to you, ask the dog to ‘sit’. The pup may
spit out the dummy at first and then sit. That is ok. You can just pick up the dum-
my and gently put it back into the dog’s mouth while it is in the sit position. You
may have to hold the dummy in place with your hand under the chin. As soon as
the dog is sitting and holding the dummy, click and treat. Or you can say “fetch”
again and when the dog picks it up, ask for a ‘sit’ again. It may take a few times
for the dog to understand that it has to do two things at once (hold the dummy and
sit). This can be mentally taxing to the dog, so remember to be patient, quiet and
kind. Remember cues should be said as_statements with a calm voice....no forceful
command like FETCH!!!GDI!

When the dog understands that it must sit in front of you on the return with the
dummy you can change the criteria by doing your retrieve sessions in different
rooms in the house. Make sure the dog knows this ‘sit” part (80% compliance)
before moving on.

Then you can change the criteria again and begin asking the dog to hold the dummy
for a longer time period before clicking and treating. After the dog returns with the
dummy and sits in front of you, wait 1-2 seconds before you click and treat. (Do
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not use the word ‘hold’ as it is extraneous. The word ‘fetch’ means the entire pro-
cess from going to get the dummy, to returning, sitting and holding it until you say
the release command.) Work up to 15 seconds. As the dog understands this new
criterion you can add the release cue (‘out’, ‘give’ or ‘drop’) when you click, then
treat. Also, as the dog understands these new criteria of holding while sitting, start
varying the holding period, before giving the release command: 1 sec, then 5, then
6, then 3, etc. That teaches the dog to pay attention to you and not assume that he
knows when to drop the dummy. Be aware of what you are doing with your body.
If you lean over every time, he comes to you he will think that is the release and
will begin to anticipate the drop. Do not reach for the dummy until you give the
release command.

7. Now you can go outside and work through all the previous steps of parts B and C
in the yard.

Part D:

By the end of Part C your dog should now be an enthusiastic and willing retriever of a
dummy in the house and yard. The dog, by now, should understand the retrieving pro-
gression: going away from the handler on cue to the dummy, picking it up, returning to
the handler, sitting in front of the handler and releasing the dummy, on cue, to the han-
dler. If your dog can do all of that 80% of the time, in the house and yard, you are now
ready for the next steps.

In Part D, we will be expanding the criteria for the retrieve by adding new objects to
retrieve, adding distance, new places and various distractions.

At this point it is important to review and remind yourself about the rules for raising
criteria and about how your dog learns and views the world. Here is a list of recom-
mendations.

1. Add only one criterion at a time and in only one measurable increment at a time,
such as distance, duration, distraction, object, etc.

2.  When adding a new criterion (new object, for example) the dog may temporarily
forget a particular behavior, therefore standards for executing what the dog already
knows must be relaxed.

3. It is the trainer’s role to keep criteria at attainable levels and increase them only in
increments that enable the dog to succeed.

4. Anytime a behavior deteriorates while attempting to raise a criterion, lower it again
and reinforce the behavior several times at the previous level before attempting to
raise the criterion again.

5. Keep in mind that the dog will not stay in the training game unless it is winning on
a regular basis, i.e. regular treating of valuable treats. Always use the least valuable
treat that the dog will work for. That way the dog does not get picky.

6. Be prepared to reward sudden bursts of understanding, improvements or high levels
of performance.

7. Remain quiet as verbal cueing or ‘cheering the dog on’ can present enough distrac-
tion to bring work to an abrupt halt.

8. Remain calm. Anger or frustration in the trainer will cause the dog to quit work-
ing/learning.

9. Know your dog’s limitations. Watch for signs of stress (tucked tail, rolling over,
refusals, cowering, leaving the area). Probably time to take a break.



Page 12 THE GUN DOG SUPREME April 2019

10. Be aware of distractions. End the session or move to a quieter place if distractions
are influencing the dog’s willingness to work.

11. Always end a training session on a good note, even if you have to lower the criteria
for a particular behavior.

12. Avoid corrections, verbal or physical, when the dog is learning new behaviors.

13. Remember that retrieving is a “job” for the dog. While in training do not throw
things for fun. You will be giving your dog mixed messages. After the dog is fully
trained in retrieving you can use this activity for exercise and mental stimulation,
but not before.

14. Dogs do not generalize like humans. Every new criterion added is a brand-new
scenario to the dog. Just because the pup can retrieve a dummy to hand does not
mean he can retrieve a dead bird to hand. Nor does good retrieving in the yard
equate to the same behavior in a new place.

15. Dogs learn by association. If there is anything that the dog associates as negative
with the retrieve training, success will become much more difficult to achieve.

In this section, you will be expanding your dog’s repertoire of items he will ‘fetch’.
After the dummy and/or toys you can add a small (frozen) Hungarian or chukar par-
tridge, teal or pigeon. If the pup has never seen or smelled one of these, you will want
to introduce it to the pup first. To do this, just set the frozen bird down and let the pup
explore it. The pup may paw at it, bark at it, run away from it, mouth it, roll on it. No
matter what the pup does, do not interfere or say anything. Just observe. Eventually, the
pup will try to pick it up and carry it. This is what you want. Let him carry it around
and get used to it. He may try to chew on it. That is the time to trade him a yummy
treat for the bird and quit.

Now that you know the pup can pick up the bird you can now incorporate it in to your
retrieving sessions. Once again, begin in the house. As soon as the pup can do all he did
before with a dummy in the house, but with the bird, you can then go to the yard and go
through all the steps again. This should all go very quickly now that the pup knows
what you want.

When the pup is doing what you want 80% of the time in the yard, you can start going to
new areas to practice retrieving. You will have to start again in this new place, because
as I said before, dogs do not generalize well. A new place has all sorts of new and inter-
esting distractions. Best to go for an exploratory walk around the area before doing any
training. After the walk, start with a dummy and go through the sequence again over
several days/ training sessions. You should know the sequence by heart now. When
your dog can retrieve a dummy in this new place just like he does at home in the yard,
you can add the cold dead bird or go to another new area. Over time you will want the
dog to be able to retrieve dummies, Dokken birds and dead, cold birds from at least 7
different areas. After that he will be able to generalize to most other places you go.

When your dog can retrieve all those things from short distances in several different
areas then you can start increasing distances, adding shots, having other people throw
the object to be retrieved etc. You can toss dummies into shallow water, across narrow
streams, into brush or the front edges of cattails. Make sure the dog can see where the
items fall. No blind retrieves quite yet. Be creative, make it fun and REWARDING and
just difficult enough that the pup has to work a bit but is successful.
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Test Tune Ups

Our club has a limited number of tests available and we base our breeding stock on our
tests. For those of you who enjoy testing or want some extra practice in a test situation
here are some additional options for which our dogs may be qualified. Besides giving
you and your dog more experience with testing, participating in these events is a great
way to expose others in the dog world to the Cesky Fousek breed.

Versatile Hunting Dog Federation (VHDF)
(http://www.vhdf.org/page-1661932)

The testing philosophy is very similar to how our tests were developed and is a “re-
boot” of NAVHDA after NAVHDA became a registration organization. The VHDF is
open to any dog of any breed.

Snake River Versatile Gun Dog Club ; Middleton, Idaho. 11 May 2019
VHDF of Wyoming HAE/AHAE/PE Test; Sundance, Wyoming. 25 May 2019

VHDF of lowa HAE/AHAE/PE Test & CSE Evaluation; Brushdale Hunting Preserve,
Andrew, Iowa. 08 Jun 2019

Minnesota VHDF HAE/AHAE/PE Test & CSE Evaluation; Autumn Breeze Kennel,
Isle, MN. 06 Sep 2019

Snake Avoidance Training for Dogs

Veterans Memorial Park, Boise, Idaho

09 Jun 2019

United Kennel Club events. The UKC holds a few pointing dog events on wild or
liberated birds. Your dog will need to be registered with the UKC. Contact Laurie Con-
nell (oquassaS@gmail.com) if you need help getting a UKC registration. All of our
dogs are qualified for UKC registration in performance events.

https://www.ukcdogs.com/pointing-dogs-events-calendar
https://www.ukcdogs.com/hunting-retriever-events-calendar

Field tests for pointing dogs:
Club De L'Epagneul Breton Of The United States. Searsboro IA; April 10-14, 2019.
Event Type: Wild (April 10 & 11); Liberated, TAN (April 13); Liberated (April 14)

Great North Epagneul Breton Gun Dog Club; Milaca, MN; Liberated TAN and Open;
June 8 & 9, 2019

Water tests (HRC):

There are numerous events throughout the country. Check the website for one near you.
Several of our club members have attended these and it has been an enjoyable experi-
ence.
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What's Happening
Spring Tests

Attending a dog test is a great way to get to know the breed. Visitors are
always welcome. Get nose-to-nose with a Cesky Fousek, get to know
club members and get ready for a great dog in your life!

Heartland: April 20, 21 with Training Day Thursday, April 18
and Judges Seminar April 19.
Note: April 21 is Easter Sunday. We are locked in to the
Mazomanie Training Grounds for this weekend Sorry for
any inconvenience..
Contact: Dave Read readgriff(@gmail.com

Northeast: The weekend of 17 May 2019 .
Contact 1s Laurie Connell oquassaS@gmail.com

Heartland Chapter Michigan Training Days: The club
offers a monthly training day April through August in
Marshall, MI (Intersection of I 94 and I 69) See Heartland
Chapter in Web Page for details. Contact Jim Crouse to get
on the email list. ((614) 562-1860. jcrouse01@yahoo.com.

Fall Tests
Typically, the club offers a Fall Test in Maine, Wisconsin
and Washington State in September. Specific dates will be
published in later issues.

Annual Membership Deadline was
January 1st. If you missed it, please get
it done ASAP.

https://bohemiangriffon.org/join-renew/




